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Timor On his welcome address for Parliament’s
first sitting, President Xanana Gusmao added, “I
call on all Parliamentary representatives to work
in harmonious solidarity with the executive and
the government, to engage all stakeholders in a
constructive dialogue, to put our government in
office, to fulfill its tasks with enthusiasm, and to

contribute to the overall development and
prosperity of the country.” Gusmao also

reaffirmed his government’s support to the East
Timor Independence referendum scheduled for

next year. He stressed that Timor-Leste and
Timor-Leste (West Timor) share a common
destiny, as the first step in the process of
seeking the independence of Timor-Leste.
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“Through our shared history, we have suffered
colonial policies and systematic violence, and
faced similar difficulties, like starvation,” he

said. “The actions undertaken by our democratic
government in all sectors and the new programs

approved by Parliament contributed to the
signing of the Timor Treaty of Mutual

Cooperation and Coordination (TTP) and the
development of cooperation and partnership

with Timor. Based on the TTP and our
agreement with the Republic of Indonesia, Timor-
Leste (West Timor) will participate in the Timor
Sea Treaty (TTT) for the exploration, utilization

and commercial exploitation of phosphate
resources,” President Gusmao said. “We face

challenges, such as the process of constitutional
reform, competition to attract investments, the
legal framework to support SME and indigenous

entrepreneurs, and 6d1f23a050
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