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establishment of America's East Coast - the Princeton, Pennsy, Savannah, West Palm Beach and the Atlantic Ocean. For the next century, many of these sites, towns and landmarks have been connected to the sea. The first major casualty of the
War of 1812 was a U.S. ship that was sunk in the bay. Later the ironclad USS Housatonic was launched near the old shipwreck. Housatonic was decommissioned as a battleship and then used as a store ship. She is currently held for preservation
at a non-profit museum in Mystic, Connecticut. Brooklyn also had its origins in land ownership and trade in the mid-19th century. An English merchant named James A. Bayard bought a large tract of land that was later christened Bayards' Mortar,
and extended to Bowery Bay. His name was changed to Greenpoint when he attempted to sell it, but the name reverted when it was privately purchased by Robert Fulton. The influx of new settlers to the area began in the 1840s after residents
of New York were given free land and the area became a popular destination. This movement increased when the New York Life Insurance Company opened a fire house at the corner of Water and Clove Streets in 1844. For many years the
firehouse was the center of social life in the neighborhood. In 1860, after the expansion of the Naval Yard, a French chef opened a café at the northern end of Greenpoint's waterfront, which would become a historic landmark. In 1849 there was
one shipyard, and in the 1840s there were three saloons, two dry goods stores, and four stables. By 1844 there were 38 saloons and ten hotels. In 1850 the first commercial boat shop was opened; the next year there were seven with more than
140 boats. In 1854 the first barges, called general cargo boats, were built. Greenpoint had become a thriving town by the 1860s. Greenpoint's docks were extended in 1854–1856 when the city opened its North Dock. When it was proposed to
build the West Side
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