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Field of the Invention The present invention relates generally to an access device and method for use
in a wireless network. More particularly, the invention relates to apparatus and method for

increasing the rate of access in a wireless network by providing a second user network interface card
in a computer for interfacing with a wireless network. 2. Discussion of the Related Art As a result of
rapid advancements in the internet and wireless communications industry, a new internet based
network, known as a wireless network, is emerging as a cost-effective alternative for users of the

internet. Instead of accessing the internet through a standard internet service provider (ISP),
wireless users may connect to the internet through the wireless network. For example, an individual

may access the internet through a wireless connection to the internet without a requirement to
purchase expensive equipment for internet access. The majority of wireless devices for internet

access are configured to operate within a license-free band. In addition, because the wireless access
devices do not require a licensed frequency to transmit data, the bandwidth available for traffic on a
wireless network is not limited to the current bandwidth of the local loop. For example, the wireless

access device and modem may transmit information at approximately 11 Megabits per second (Mbs)
while the network may transmit information at approximately 100 Mbs. Typically, access devices are
wireless, and have a range or radius of approximately 300 to 400 feet. However, these devices may
be connected to the internet through a cable. For example, an individual may connect a notebook
computer to the wireless access device through an Ethernet cable. The wireless access device, in

turn, connects to a network interface card (NIC) of the notebook computer through a standard
Ethernet cable. The NIC may provide access to the internet and therefore, the notebook computer
may perform a number of tasks that are related to the internet. By providing wireless devices for

internet access, the bandwidth for information or data transferred between the internet and a
notebook computer, or other types of computers, is substantially increased. In addition, the

connection to the internet is not restricted to a wired connection. Rather, wireless users may connect
to the internet through a wireless network. For example, a wireless device with an access device for

internet access may be placed in a small office environment and have access to the internet by
connecting to the wireless network.
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